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Blob Description. Fix Tech IssuesThe present invention relates to motor vehicle windows and, more particularly, to window assemblies incorporating a latch mechanism with a strength-enhancing retainer integrally formed therewith. During assembly of a window assembly, it is often necessary to form a retainer permanently positioned on the assembly housing for the latch mechanism.
The retainer is typically stamped or molded of polymeric material as part of the assembly housing and is shaped to receive the latch mechanism and retain it in the assembly housing. In the past, the retainer has been integrally formed with the assembly housing. As a result, the retainer is relatively small in size and is inherently weak, in that it typically consists of a relatively thin-walled

portion that is typically equal in length to the overall width of the assembly housing and simply serves to retain the latch mechanism. Therefore, in those applications where the retainer is strong enough to permanently retain the latch mechanism, such as in a front pillar of the assembly, there is still significant concern regarding the strength of the retainer, since it is too thin to be
considered a structural member capable of withstanding the loads experienced during normal operation of the window assembly. In response to this concern, some window assemblies have been made with relatively large retainers, wherein the retainers extend along the entire width of the assembly housing and provide a strength enhancement to the housing. However, this approach has
the disadvantage of significantly increasing the overall size of the assembly housing, which is undesirable in some applications. The present invention provides a retention retainer integrally formed with a window assembly for a motor vehicle comprising: a body; a frame positioned on the body; a window pane mounted to the frame; and a latch mechanism for removably retaining the

window pane on the frame, wherein the retainer comprises: a first portion positionable adjacent to the window pane; and a second portion extending away from the first portion at an angle with respect to the first portion. In another aspect of
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